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ABSTRACT 
 
The objective of this research is to prove that the use of Cue Cards develops the tenth grade 
students‟ speaking skill at SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. Quasi experimental research design were 
applied with 60 students as the samples which were selected by using purposive sampling 
technique. The samples of this research were grade X MIPA2 and X MIPA3. The result of the 
data analysis shows that there was a significant difference between the result of pretest and 
posttest. It can be seen from the mean score of both tests‟ results where the mean score of 
experimental group significantly developed from 40.00 to 61.33. Meanwhile, the mean score of 
control class developed from 43.00 to 49.00. Based on the result of the pretest and posttest, the 
t −counted  value was found and it was 6.93. By applying degree of freedom (df) 58 and 0.05 
level of significance, the value of t−table  was 2.02 which shows that the value of t −counted  
(6.93) is higher than the value of t −table  (2.02). It means that the use of Cue Cards can 
develop the tenth grade students‟ speaking skill at SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. 
Keywords: Developing, Speaking Skill, Cue Cards 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk membuktikan bahwa menggunakan Cue Cards 
mengembangkan kemampuan berbicara siswa kelas sepuluh di SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. Desain 
penelitian eksperimental semu diterapkan dengan 60 siswa sebagai sampel yang dipilih 
dengan menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Sampel pada penelitian ini adalah kelas X 
MIPA2 dan X MIPA3. Hasil dari analisis data menunjukan bahwa ada perbedaan yang 
signifikan antara hasil pretest dan posttest. Itu dapat di lihat pada nilai rata-rata kedua hasil 
tes dimana nilai rata-rata pada kelas eksperimen secara signifikan meningkat dari 40.00 ke 
61.33. Sedangkan, nilai rata-rata pada kelas control meningkat dari 43.00 ke 49.00. 
Berdasarkan hasil pretest dant posttest, peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai t-counted adalah 6.93. 
Dengan menerapkan derajat kebebasan (df) 58 dan 0.05 tingkat signifikans, nilai t-table adalah 
2.02 yang mana menunjukkan bahwa nilai t-counted (6.93) lebih besar dibanding nilai t-table 
(2.02). Itu artinya bahwa menggunakan Cue Cards dapat mengembangkan kemampuan 
berbicara siswa kelas sepuluh di SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. 
 
Kata kunci: Mengembangkan, Kemampuan Berbicara, Cue Cards 
        
INTRODUCTION 
 English is the most important 
language which is used in almost every aspect 
of life around the world such as business, 
industry, nursing, finance, and especially in 
education. It makes English offered as one of 
the compulsory subjects in curriculum which  
was done by many schools in the world 
including Indonesia. English in Indonesia has  
been taught as one of the target language in 
the formal schools. The students need to learn 
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the formal schools. The students need to learn 
both language skills and also language 
components. Language skills are listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Language 
components contain vocabulary, grammar and 
pronunciation. Consequently, students are 
expected to be able to apply those skills and 
components in their daily activities. 
One of the important skills that should 
be learned by the students is speaking skill.  
Speaking is very important because by  
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mastering speaking skill, people can carry out 
conversation with others, give the ideas and 
exchange the information with others. 
Unfortunately, it seems contrast with the 
expectation that many students who learnt 
English as Foreign Language feel that 
speaking is difficult because English language 
is different from their native language. 
Therefore, as a teacher when teaching learning 
process should be taken by effective, 
efficiency, fun time, and challenging to the 
students to act in active participates in the 
classroom. To teach speaking skill, it is 
necessary to have a clear understanding of the 
process involved in speech. 
Speaking is one of the skills in 
language learning that has to be fulfilled. It is 
a skill which holds oral communication that 
involves derivation meaning between two 
people or more who can be speakers and 
listeners. Both are talking about the content 
that is related to their needs, situation, and 
purposes. The spoken contents or ideas 
contain information that we are expected to 
hold in memory, and all at once to give 
feedback to the interlocutor. Nunan (2003:48) 
defines, “Speaking is a productive oral skill 
and it consists of producing systematic verbal 
utterances to convey meaning”. 
Actually, speaking skill is the main 
skill used by people in interaction. Speaking 
skill normally begins with listening skill 
(receptive skill). Therefore, speaking skill and 
listening skill are closely related. The purpose 
of teaching speaking is to respond and 
communicate efficiently. In researcher‟s 
opinion, teaching speaking is to provide 
certain opportunity for students to convey 
their ideas, interact, and share opinion with 
other students. 
The research samples were senior high 
school particularly grade X. Meanwhile, the 
name of curriculum used in senior high school 
is the curriculum 2013. As stated in the 
curriculum 2013 for English subject grade X, 
“The students should give thanks to God for 
the chance to learn the English language as a 
tool of international communication”. The 
statement reveals that speaking is important in 
teaching and learning process especially in 
English subject. 
In the curriculum 2013, we have to 
know there is no explicitly statements of the 
skills in the standard competence like 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. But 
there is still have skill in standard competence, 
even in form of sentences. Such as in standard 
competence; in the first point of standard 
competence discusses about religion, in the 
second point of standard competence discusses 
about moral/social, in the third point of 
standard competence discusses about 
cognitive, and in the fourth point of standard 
competence discusses about skills. 
Meanwhile, in the fourth point there is skill in 
teaching English but there is no explicitly 
stated. For example teaching speaking skill of 
grade X as stated on basic competence 4.8 
that, “The students are able to find out the 
information in simple descriptive text about 
people, tourist attraction, and historical 
building”. Based on the statement above, we 
can know that is speaking skill teach the 
material about describing places, things, also 
people or human beings. 
This research focused on speaking 
because it is very crucial for the students. 
They must study hard to be able to speak 
communicatively and the teacher should create 
a good atmosphere in class. However, it is 
contrary to the real situation in the tenth grade 
students of SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. Based on 
the preliminary observation, speaking 
activities in the tenth grade did not run well 
because there were many problems faced by 
the students. First, the students did not have 
enough English ability such as vocabulary 
mastery. Lack of students‟ mastery in 
vocabulary made students did not feel 
confident to share their idea including things, 
person and other objects in English orally. 
They were afraid of making mistakes and 
being mocked by their friends. Moreover, they 
did not know how to organize clauses, 
sentences, or paragraphs coherently. Those 
conditions were not supported with enough 
motivation given by the teacher. Second, the 
students‟ low motivation in learning English; 
for example, they did not pay attention to the 
teacher, they were not enthusiastic on what the 
teacher explained about, the students seemed 
get bored soon and uninterested in material, 
and some students look sleepy during the 
instructional activity. As a result, the students 
were not able to speak English. 
 Based on the problems that have been 
identified above, cue card has been introduced 
as one of the teaching media that used to 
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improve students‟ speaking skill. Cue card is 
card with words or pictures on, which are used 
to encourage the students to respond. Cue card 
is interesting due to its simplicity and 
attractiveness. Besides inexpensive, the 
process of making it is not quite complicated. 
Cue card as the modification of words or 
picture has many advantages, one of which is 
that it is clearly visible. Cue card is considered 
to be a stimulus for students to speak easily, 
for example in describing things, persons, or 
other objects. Moreover, both the teacher and 
the students can modify them based on current 
topic being discussed on the lesson. 
 The reason of why this research 
proposes the cue cards media because it can 
give the students opportunity to express their 
ideas based on their understanding toward the 
cues on the cards. The topic in the cue cards 
that had been chosen should be related to the 
materials and curriculum at the school 
syllabus. As a result, the students do not only 
have a good understanding about the material, 
but also are able to improve their ability in 
speaking in an interesting way. 
Using cue card in the class, the 
teacher will ask the students to perform based 
on the clues. The activity trains the students to 
speak in front of public to build their self 
confidence. Therefore, they will be 
accustomed to speak in front of many people. 
Based on Slutsky and Aun as a cited in Utami 
(2013:14) through public speaking, the 
speaker talent for speaking skill will increase 
automatically. It is clear if the public speaking 
will be the good way to improve speaking. To 
start this activity is not easy, so it will be 
better with speak up in front of the friends or 
class. 
RESEARCH METHOD 
Quasi-experimental research design 
was used in conducting this research. There 
was one class as an experimental group and 
one class as a control group that would not 
choose randomly. Both of groups were taken 
from the existing classes by looking at the 
same condition. Cohen, Manion and Morrison 
(2009:214) state that quasi experimental 
situations as „compromise designs‟, an apt 
description when applied to much educational 
research where the random selection or 
random assignment of schools and classrooms 
is quite impracticable. The design of this 
research is proposed by Cohen et al., 
(2009:214) as follows: 
 
𝑂1 X 𝑂2 
--------------------- 
𝑂3  𝑂4 
 
Where: 
 O1: pre-test of experimental group 
 O2: post-test of experimental group 
 O3: pre-test of control group 
 O4: post-test of control group 
 X: treatment of experimental 
 ----------: there is no random of subject 
In conducting research, it needs 
population as the subject of the research. 
According to Creswell (2005:381), population 
is any group of individuals who has same 
characteristic. In this research, the population 
is tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 
Balinggi which contains of 135 learners. It 
consisted of five parallel classes. They were 
class X MIPA1, X MIPA2, X MIPA3, X IPS1, 
and X IPS2. The whole number of the 
population can be seen in the following table. 
 
Table 1 Population 
No Classes Students 
1 X MIPA1 30 
2 X MIPA2 30 
3 X MIPA3 30 
4 X IPS1 25 
5 X IPS2 20 
 TOTAL 135 
 
The samples were two classes of 
population. This research used a purposive 
sampling technique to choose the sample. 
Cohen et, al., (2000:103) states in purposive 
sampling, researcher handpick the cases to be 
included in the sample on the basis of their 
judgment of their typicality. However, in 
SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi, X MIPA2 and X 
MIPA3 have problems in speaking skill. All in 
all, this research decided X MIPA2 as the 
experimental group and X MIPA3 as the 
control group. 
 Each research has its variables that 
influence each other. Ary, Jacobs, and 
Razavieh (2002:34) defines, “A variable is a 
construct or a characteristic that can take on 
different values or scores.” A dependent 
variable is the one influenced by an 
independent variable. Moreover, Creswell also 
points out that a variable refers to a 
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characteristic or attribute of an organization 
that can be measured or observed and that 
varies among the people or organization being 
studied. 
 In this research, there were two 
variables namely independent variable and 
dependent variable. The independent variable 
of this research is cue cards media while 
dependent variable is the speaking skill of 
Tenth Grade students. The use of cue cards  is 
the the independent variable because it will be 
applied to improve the speaking skill of the 
students. 
 The instrument of data collection was 
pre-test and post-test. This research conducted 
in eight meetings. A pre-test was given to both 
experimental group and control group. Before 
doing the post-test toward the two groups, the 
experimental class given a treatment. The 
treatment conducted in six meetings. Then 
post-test was given to both groups after the 
treatment for experimental group. The post-
test used as a measurement to find out how 
well the cue cards media can improve the 
speaking skill of the students. 
Furthermore, students‟ scores were 
determined by the scale of scoring adapted 
from Heaton (1988:100). Based on the scope 
of the research, the scoring system goes from 
1 up to 5 at each scope. Therefore, the 
maximum score was ten. It was gotten from 
the score of scope which consists of two 
scope, they are fluency and comprehensibility. 
This research used statistic to analyze the data. 
It was used to analyze the result of the test 
instrument (pretest and posttest). The formula 
proposed by Arikunto (2006) was used in 
calculating the individual score of the 
students, the mean score, the mean score of 
deviation, the sum of square deviation of both 
experimental group and control group, and the 
t-counted value. First, the individual score of each 
student (pretest and posttest) was calculated. 
Second, after getting the students‟ individual 
score was counted, the students‟ mean score 
both in pretest and posttest. Third, the mean 
score of deviation was computed to both 
experimental and control group. Fourth, the 
sum of square deviation of the groups also was 
counted. Afterward, the value of t-counted was 
calculated to see the significant difference 
between the mean achievements of two 
groups. 
 
FINDINGS 
This research used test as the main 
instrument of the research in collecting the 
data. It means that the data collection of the 
research was in form of numeric data. After 
the pretest, the treatment was conducted by 
using Cue Cards in eight meetings to the 
experimental group, while the control group 
was not. After finished the eight meetings, 
posttest was given to both experimental and 
control groups. The posttest was administered 
after applying the treatment. The result of each 
test was compared to measure whether the use 
of cue cards can develop students‟ speaking 
skill or not. The result of the pretest and 
posttest of experimental group is presented on 
table: 
 Table 2 The Result of Pretest and Posttest of             
Experimental Group 
No Initial 
Score 
Deviation 
(x) 
Pretest 
(X1) 
Posttest 
(X2) 
1 GPR 20 40 20 
2 GAS 20 40 20 
3 GAB 70 90 20 
4 MAB 40 70 30 
5 MDAP 40 60 20 
6 MHS 20 60 40 
7 AW 40 50 10 
8 NES 40 70 30 
9 NKJ 40 70 30 
10 PAE 40 60 20 
11 WAA 20 40 20 
12 NAP 40 70 30 
13 DAV 40 60 20 
14 NAP 40 70 30 
15 SAW 40 60 20 
16 WAD 40 40 0 
17 AWA 60 80 20 
18 IAMS 60 70 10 
19 CP 60 70 10 
20 RW 70 80 10 
21 KS 60 70 10 
22 AS 40 70 30 
23 KJ 50 70 20 
24 KS 50 70 20 
25 KAA 30 60 30 
26 KAP 20 40 20 
27 EW 20 40 20 
28 HS 50 70 20 
29 MEA 20 60 40 
30 MAS 20 40 20 
Mean  40.00 61.33 21.33 
 
After counting the pretest score of the 
experimental group, it found that the mean 
score of pretest of experimental group is 
40.00. The highest score is 70 and the lowest 
score is 20. Then the score of posttest is 
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counted. The highest score of the posttest of 
experimental group is 90 and the lowest score 
is 40. Furthermore, the mean score of the 
posttest of experimental group is 61.33. It 
means that the improvement of the result of 
the experimental group is 21.33. It is increased 
from 40.00 to 61.33. The result of the pretest 
and posttest of control group is presented on 
table: 
 
 Table 3 The Result of Pretest and Posttest of 
Control Group 
No Initial 
Score 
Deviation 
(x) 
Pretest 
(X1) 
Posttest 
(X2) 
1 AD 40 40 0 
2 AP 20 40 20 
3 AA 30 60 30 
4 WH 40 40 0 
5 KRS 60 60 0 
6 HM 70 70 0 
7 AR 30 40 10 
8 ER 30 30 0 
9 MEM 20 30 10 
10 KYP 40 50 10 
11 KE 60 60 0 
12 KAP 50 50 0 
13 ACD 60 60 0 
14 BCD 50 60 10 
15 BA 40 40 0 
16 KHS 50 50 0 
17 MS 30 30 0 
18 KAJP 20 20 0 
19 RD 40 50 10 
20 DAN 60 60 0 
21 AK 50 60 10 
22 NS 40 50 10 
23 DPP 40 60 20 
24 RDD 40 40 0 
25 MF 50 60 10 
26 NY 60 60 0 
27 IP 70 70 0 
28 FS 40 40 0 
29 AM 40 40 0 
30 SA 20 50 30 
Mean 43.00 49.00 6.00 
 
In calculating the students‟ individual 
score of the control group, the same formula 
used in experimental group. As a result, it 
found that the mean score of pretest of control 
group is 43.00. The highest score is 70 and the 
lowest score is 20. After calculate the score of 
pretest, the score of posttest is counted. The 
highest score of the posttest of control group is 
70 and the lowest score is 20. Furthermore, the 
mean score of posttest of control group was 
found and it was  49.00. There is also 
improvement of the result of the control 
group. The improvement of the control group 
is 6.00. It rose up from 43.00 to 49.00. 
After gathering all the data of 
experimental and control group, the mean 
score of deviation and the sum of square of 
deviation was counted from both groups. The 
mean score of deviation of experimental group 
was found and it was 21.33 and the sum of 
square deviation of the experimental group is 
2346.67. Besides, the mean score of deviation 
of control group is 6.00 and the sum of square 
deviation of the control group is 2320. 
Furthermore, the value of t-counted 
calculated by using t-test formula as proposed 
by Arikunto (2006) to see the significant 
difference of both groups. By applying the t-test 
formula, it implies that the t-counted value is 
6.93.   
Afterwards, the value of t-counted 
compared with the value of t-table in order to 
find out the significant difference between 
them. By applying 58 degree of freedom (df) 
and 0.05 level of significance of two tailed 
test,  t-table value which was 2.02 is found. It 
shows that the t-counted value (6.93) is higher 
than t-table value (2.02). It means that the 
research hypothesis is accepted. In other 
words, the use of cue cards can develop the 
tenth grade students‟ speaking skill at SMA 
Negeri 1 Balinggi. 
DISCUSSION 
Based on the result of test given, there 
are some points need to be discussed. Firstly, 
pretest was given to both experimental and 
control group in order to test their entry level 
in speaking skill. The result of pretest of both 
groups had the same ability in speaking skill 
before the treatment. They made many 
mistakes in speaking. The students lack idea, 
they did not know what they should talk, 
because they lack of vocabulary and the 
crucial one were they less of motivation. 
 Secondly, the treatment then was 
administered to the experimental group by 
using cue cards. Different topics were 
provided to be discussed in every meeting. In 
applying the treatment, the students were 
explained what cue cards and how this media 
used, they were also motivated and asked to 
have a dictionary because in learning 
language, dictionary is really needed. The 
students were guided to work in group and 
helped them while they got some difficulties. 
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Before starting to work in group, the students 
got some explanation about the topic. 
Especially at the first meeting needed by the 
students to encourage them to understand the 
method of learning process. There were five 
groups that consisted of six students in each 
groups. 
 Next, a card was shared in each group 
for discussion about the topic in the cue cards. 
Sometimes the class got noisy because there 
were some students that debated their opinion, 
but the students really enjoyed the process of 
working in group and they were very active 
during the discussion, even though they stole 
mix between English and Bahasa Indonesia. 
After they had finished work in group, they 
began to speak individually by using cue 
cards; it was done in every meeting. Students 
discussed the topic in the cue card and shared 
the topic that they got from the cue card. 
Before closing the class, another student was 
motivated to be more active. 
 Finally, posttest was conducted after 
the treatment given to show progress in 
speaking skill. The limitation of this research 
was; the two components of speaking skill 
namely fluency and comprehensibility will be 
developed. When the students tried to talk and 
express their ideas in pretest, they had lack of 
idea and vocabulary to speak. However, in 
posttest they talk more fluent and have any 
ideas related to the topic. Moreover, the 
students were motivated to improve their 
knowledge in learning English. They looked 
more confident in speaking than before. Those 
conditions could happen since cue card 
involved some clues that were printed in the 
card. The clues effectively helped the students 
when they did not know what they will say, 
they can see the clues at card so that they can 
express their ideas. It was proved by their 
participation and activeness during the 
treatment become one of important facts that 
was influenced the success of this research. 
Also the students were interested in the 
material given. Furthermore, it could be seen 
from the students‟ score that the experimental 
group got higher score than the control group. 
Most of students in experimental group could 
speak fluently and comprehensively. It means 
that applying cue cards in classroom is 
effective to develop the students‟ ability in 
speaking. Some studies prove that the use of 
cue card is able to motivate the students in 
learning speaking. One study was conducted 
by Suryani (2011) who used a cue card in 
teaching spoken descriptive text about the 
students‟ idol. The study was aimed to know 
the students‟ improvement in spoken 
descriptive text. The result shows that cue card 
was able to improve the students‟ ability in 
speaking. The second study entitled The Use 
of Cue Card in Teaching Speaking Descriptive 
Text to Seventh Graders at SMP Negeri 26 
Surabaya was done by Siti (2012). The result 
of this research showed that the use of cue 
card in learning speaking descriptive were 
acceptable for the students. They were braver 
to speak up by using the card and this media 
could increase their motivation in learning 
speaking. Therefore, the cue card was 
successfully used in teaching speaking 
descriptive text to seventh grades at SMPN 26 
Surabaya. 
CONCLUSION 
Conclusion of this research is that the use of 
cue cards develops the tenth grade students‟ 
speaking skill at SMA Negeri 1 Balinggi. It 
was proven by looking at the result of the 
research that t-counted (6.93) was higher than t-
table (2.02). It means that the hypothesis of this 
research was accepted. Thus, the use of cue 
cards media is effective to develop students‟ 
speaking ability. Moreover, teaching speaking 
by using cue cards can give the students 
opportunity to express their ideas based on 
their understanding toward the cues on the 
cards. The students do not only have a good 
understanding about the material, but also are 
able to improve their ability in speaking in an 
interesting way. 
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